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You Are Invited 
To Explore Your Jeffrey Roots 

In Cobourg, Ontario, Sept 18-20  2020,  
At The Bi-Centennial Celebration Of The Landing 

In Cobourg Of Your Scottish Ancestors: 
 

William & Mary Jeffrey and Their Children 
  

William Jeffrey, a blacksmith, and Mary his wife had 5 children in Scotland 
before the lure of the new world drew them out of troubled conditions in 
Scotland.  In 1820, Mary and some (or all) of her children took an arduous 50 
day voyage from Leith, Scotland to Quebec City on a brigantine ship, 
‘Margaret’ (like the photo) with about 50 passengers, or an earlier ship, ‘Sir 
J.H. Craig,’ carrying about 100 passengers.  
 

Mary and 3 of her children are then recorded as boarding the steamer 
‘Malsham’ in Quebec City on Aug 13, 1820, travelling to Montreal. From 
Montreal they took various forms of transport up the St Lawrence River and 
around the rapids to Lake Ontario, probably settling in or near the new 
young town of Cobourg in late summer of 1820.  
 

William (and 2 of their children?) may have travelled to Quebec on the same 
ship as Mary and the other children, but they did not travel inland together. 

Family lore has it that William worked on rebuilding the St Louis Gate in Quebec City. He may have 
arrived on an earlier ship. 
 

We know little of the family’s early life in Canada, but Andrew, the eldest child was 20 years old upon 
there arrival in Canada so probably took a lead role in their re-settlement. There are many public 
records of Andrew who became a significant figure in the life of Cobourg and Canada. 
 
We are assembling stories such as these in forms that can be shared with all. We are recording the best 
we know of William and Mary’s ancestors, and organizing information about their children and 
grandchildren. But these were large families and we do not know all branches well. You probably know 
some facts that have not yet come out of our research. So let’s share Jeffrey family stories at a bi-
centennial celebration of that 1820 trip! 
 

The Celebration Plan 
 

Over the weekend of Sept 18-20, 2020 in Cobourg you will meet relatives from across the continent and 
learn more about William & Mary Jeffrey, and their children: 
1. Honorable Andrew Jeffrey  https://jeffreycobourg.ca/getperson.php?personID=I8&tree=tree1 

2. Isabella (Jeffrey) Gillespie  https://jeffreycobourg.ca/getperson.php?personID=I212&tree=tree1 

3. Jean (Jeffrey) Grigg   https://jeffreycobourg.ca/getperson.php?personID=I214&tree=tree1 
4. Catherine (Jeffrey) Hall  https://jeffreycobourg.ca/getperson.php?personID=I211&tree=tree1 
5. Mary (Jeffrey) Short  https://jeffreycobourg.ca/getperson.php?personID=I216&tree=tree1 
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You are connected through one of these 5 branches, so we invite you to share facts and stories of these 
pioneers.  
 
We are planning a weekend of opportunities for you to hear and share stories, view and show 
memorabilia, and visit family-related sites in Cobourg or environs. (Maybe we can even help you identify 
people in old pictures!)  
 
There will be lots of time to meet familiar cousins, and cousins you didn’t know you had. You can learn 
where the Jeffrey clan has spread around the world, and explore early North American history as 
experienced and influenced by our ancestors.  
 

We invite you to arrive in Cobourg Friday afternoon/evening (Sept 18) and stay 
until Sunday afternoon (Sept 20). The weather is usually nice in September.  So you could plan 

some tourist time before or after the Jeffrey Bi-Centennial if you like.  There are lots of things to do and 
see in Ontario/Quebec (see “Tourist Attractions” on this website’s home page). Cobourg itself is a pretty 
and historic town – it is also a resort town with beaches that originally attracted wealthy early 
Americans in the summer and ultimately United Empire Loyalist settlers, before the arrival of the Jeffrey 
family. (Cobourg is about a 90 minute drive from Toronto’s Pearson airport (traffic permitting) or a short 
train ride from the airport connecting through Union Station in downtown Toronto.)  
 
We have blocked rooms at a full-service Cobourg hotel, where we will also have: 

• “The Jeffrey Lounge” for you to view/show family memorabilia and chat with family all weekend. 

• A Saturday morning Welcome Gathering where family members highlight Jeffrey history with early 
photographs, and outline details of planned events or tours. 

• The Jeffrey Family Dinner on Saturday night, with local speakers presenting historical context for 
William and Mary and their children and grandchildren in Cobourg. 

 
There will also be: 

• Self-drive tours of Jeffrey-related sites in Cobourg: homes, businesses, 
churches, cemeteries. Family member guides will be available. You will also 
be informed of other relevant out-of-town locations.  

• Guided historical walking tour of old Cobourg, Jeffrey’s hardware store site, 
and the outsized town hall (Victoria Hall - see right) built in Andrew Jeffrey’s 
era. 

• Puzzles to help you explore family history and meet new cousins. 

• Special small gatherings for those interested in the use of DNA information 
and in genealogical research methods. 

• Opportunity to visit/worship at St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, where Andrew Jeffrey was a 
founding elder and sponsor. 

• Unplanned time for you to socialize with familiar or new cousins at the 
hotel’s restaurant/pub, The Jeffrey Lounge, or a place of your choosing. You 
might arrange to meet familiar cousins at one of the meal times we have not 
booked. 

• A family Farewell Luncheon on Sunday at the historic Woodlawn Inn (see 
right), with answers to the puzzles, more local stories, and mysteries you 
might help us solve. 

 
The Jeffrey Family Celebration will inform you about pre-confederation Canadian history through the 
stories and hardships of some of its early residents, touching on topics such as: 
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• the grand (and grandiose) visions for Cobourg in the Victorian era,  

• the boom and bust economy,  

• the impact of the Church of Scotland’s schism,  

• the uprising against the “Family Compact,”  

• strife between British loyalists and the new United States of America.  
 
While you are in the area: 
✓ Experience Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, the lakes …. (see “Tourist Attractions” on this website’s 

home page)  
✓ Plan your holidays around the Jeffrey Bi-Centennial Celebration. (American family members need a 

passport to enter Canada, but one US dollar now buys roughly $1.33 Canadian.)  

 
Your Planning 
 
We suggest you start planning your vacation, tell your family, start assembling memorabilia, book your 
hotel and register for the Jeffrey Family Celebration.  
 
We have blocked 40 hotel rooms at The Best Western Plus Cobourg Inn and Convention Centre. This 
hotel has an indoor pool, whirlpool and fitness centre, and is pet friendly. It has a well-appointed 
modern pub/restaurant and is within walking distance of many suburban shops and restaurants 
including the Northumberland Mall which has a movie theatre and bowling alley.  
 
We suggest you book your hotel room early, since overflow hotel space may be hard to find with a large 
wedding in town that weekend. You can book a room now by calling the hotel directly at 905-372-2105 
and mentioning the Jeffrey Family Celebration. Also you can book on-line at: 
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.66038.html?groupId=3D3MQ8H7. Group 
rates are $149.59 for two queen beds, or $145.19 for one queen bed with one queen pullout sofa. Rates 
are in Canadian dollars, based on double occupancy and subject to 13% tax. The hotel will extend these 
rates to early arrivals. Your planning team is not involved in your accommodations, other than blocking 
these rooms. 
 
To cover our fixed costs for renting common spaces there will be a $25 per person registration fee (for 
those over 12 years of age) and a separate price for the two organized meals (prices not set yet, though 
we are not aiming high). Any surplus funds collected will be donated to a local charity. Please contact 
your cousin and our event treasurer, John D Jeffrey at john_denison@myhighspeed.ca, or 135 King 
Street East, Brockville, Ontario, Canada K6V 1B7, to register soon, since space may be limited. He will 
advise how Americans can get Canadian funds to him. 
 
If you have questions or suggestions, please contact John Cowan (john.cowan74@gmail.com, 416-322-
6569). Plans are still fluid, so we might be able to help you with special interests such as finding 
historical family sites in other places such as Peterborough or Keene.  Please let us know what would 
make this event most meaningful for you. 
 
The planning team looks forward to meeting you in Cobourg,  

(in alphabetic order): 
John Cowan, Jim Jeffrey, John Jeffrey, Tom Loghrin, Marian McLeod, Ward Skinner 
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